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2023-2024 Speech Contest Guidelines

Sign-Up Period : 03/17/2024 to 04/07/2024

Order Drawing: 04/14/2024, Contest order will be drawn by students in
the office during recesses

Contest Date : 04/21/2024

Contest Location :  Community Hall, La Jolla Country Day School

Eligibility : All currently enrolled SDCA students

Topic: Memorized Speech: + 7% 8 £

Contest Categories:
It will be determined by office.

Contest Rules:
e Speech must be given in Mandarin Chinese.
e Speech must be memorized.
e Maximum 3 minutes, 3 points will be deducted if the speech is over the time limit.

e Each speech will be judged in six areas: Speech Development (20%), Effectiveness

(15%), Speech Value (15%), Manner and Physical (20%), Pronunciation and Tone (20%),
Correctness (10%)

e Participants go by numbers only. 3 points will be deduced from total score if the
contestant reveals his or her name during speech.

Awards:

e Each contestant who has successfully completed his/her speech will receive an award
medal and Student Store Coupons for participation.

e Contestants whose scores are amongst the top 1/2 in each contest category will

receive a trophy and certificate based on placement and additional Student Store
Coupons.

To sign up, please go to https://forms. gle/cFEfPCtvWNUhdP8b8 and fill out the online sign-up
form.

For questions please contact principal at sdca9999@gmal.com
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Additional Tips

Composing the Speech

e Based on your child's age and Chinese level, parents may need to help with composing the
speech.

e If you are helping, let your child drive the process. If s/he feels to be in control, s/he is
likely o be enthusiastic.

e Have a casual conversation with your child about the speech topic; listen o what s/he has to
say.

e Have your child pick a few things of what s/he said about the speech topic. These will be
the main ideas of the speech.

e Draft the speech based on the main ideas.

Refining the Speech

e Have your child read the draft speech a few times. There will be words that s/he has hard
time pronouncing. Consider replacing these with more common words that are easier to
pronounce. Remember this is not a contest for fancy word choices.

e There is a penalty for over the time limit. When timing the speech at practice, have your
child read it out loud. It takes longer to read in a louder voice.

Memorizing the Speech

e Practice everyday for 10 to 15 minutes. Practice makes perfect.

Enhancing the Speech

e Add tune variation to the speech.

e Add facial expression.
Yoo Be ' De ol

e Add body gesture.
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